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Welcome to Durban
A Sailor's Guide By Tony Herrick

To assist sailors to make safe landfall in South Africa
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A free publication

By Tony Herrick




ABOUT

This ebook version compiled: Nov. 2006

For latest updates (online) go to: http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za/forums
Click on: "Website Announcements".

Copies of this FREE ebook can be downloaded directly from
http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za/ebooks.htm

This ebook can be freely distributed provided that the page of
advertisers/sponsors is included - they contribute to keep this publication FREE.

FREE printed copies for distribution by boating stores, yacht clubs, etc., can be
obtained from tony@cruisingconnections.co.za

Fair winds

Tony Herrick
"Cruising Connections"
http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za/

OTHER USEFUL E-BOOKS FROM "CRUISING CONNECTIONS"
(Available from: http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za/ebooks.htm )
"Southern African Cruising Notes - East to West" by Tony Herrick
"Cape to Caribbean Cruising Notes" by Tony Herrick

""Gone With The Wind' in Madagascar" by Avril Sellars

“Cruising the Mozambique Channel Islands & Atolls” by Tony Herrick
"Indian Ocean Crossing Notes” by Tony Herrick

"The Cruiser's Dictionary" by Jeanne Pockel (free)

"Sailing & Cruising FAQ's" by Jeanne Pockel (free)

COMPREHENSIVE REGIONAL WEATHER INFO:
http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za/weather.htm

REGIONAL SAILING & CRUISING NEWS FEED
http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za/rssfeeds.asp

INDIAN OCEAN SAILING DISCUSSION FORUM
http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za/forums/

SE ASIA MARITIME MOBILE NET (Indian Ocean Forum)
http://www.cruiserlog.com/forums/forum.asp?FORUM ID=15

All ebooks compiled by
"CRUISER LOG"
http://www.cruiser.co.za
All the resources for cruising yachts around the world.
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WELCOME

Welcome to Durban, the Sunshine City of South Africa, the Rainbow
Nation.

Durban Harbour

There are few places where you can get off your boat, walk across the road and
be in the city. Add to this a clean harbour, mild climate, friendly people and
moorings placed so that the city does not intrude. Little wonder that Durban
has become a favourite stopover for yachts from all over the world.

A modern cosmopolitan city of over three million people, Durban lies on the
shores of the Indian Ocean in the province of Kwa-Zulu Natal. Along this
coastline flows the mighty Agulhas Current, following the continental shelf down
to the 'Roaring 40's'. Almost 100 miles wide and travelling at up to 5 knots the
Agulhas Current flows close to the Natal shore, compressing an intermittent
counter-current travelling northwards. These currents have been known and
used by sailing ships for centuries.

Durban is spread around a broad lagoon that is well protected from the
prevalent NE and SW winds that can blow with considerable force. The harbour,
entered through a narrow channel (29952'S, 31°03.5'E), has a long history
dating back to 1497.

Durban is the 9th largest harbour in the world with 15.5km of quays handling
about 18 million tons of cargo and 3,000 ships annually. It is a major tourist
city with hotels, restaurants and entertainment catering for every taste. It is a
great place to relax, refit and provision and we hope that this booklet will assist
in making your stay a happy one.

Seapont Supply

Specialist yacht chandler and marine hardware store
Durban’'s largest - supplying and exporting goods worldwide
Open 7 days a week

ALL BRANDS - LOCAL & INTERNATIONAL

http:/ /www.seaport.co.za for shopping online

132, Victoria Embankment, Durban 4001. (opposite yacht mole)
Ph: +27 (0)31 304 1624 Fax: +27 (0)31 306 9243
http://www.seaport.co.za info@seaport.co.za
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FACTS

INTERESTING FACTS FOR VISITORS

South Africa has become affectionately known as the 'Rainbow Nation', with
eleven official languages reflecting the diversity of the population. English is the
most commonly used language in business and commerce. The national
anthem is "Nkosi Sikeleli iAfrica" (meaning 'God Bless Africa) and "Die Stem"
(The Voice). Our national emblems are the Blue Crane bird, the Protea flower
and the well-known Springbok. The currency is the Rand, which consists of 100
cents.

Durban's climate is sub-tropical throughout the year with high humidity levels
at certain times and you will find that most restaurants and hotels permit
casual wear with the exception of those that are very up-market. Foreign
currency can be exchanged at almost all commercial banks and foreign
exchange bureaus. Most restaurants and businesses honour credit cards -
American Express, Visa, Diners Club and MasterCard. Value Added Tax (VAT) of
14% is levied on most goods and services offered as well as Hospitality services
and the VAT paid for goods (not services) may be claimed back by foreign
tourists. Details are available from 'Tourism Durban’.

heetahs at Pinda Game Reseve, KZN.

During your stopover in Durban, visit a Game Reserve (Safari Park), for which
South Africa is justifiably famous, or visit an authentic Zulu village or historic
sites in the company of a tour guide (see adverts on last page).

Most yacht marinas are secure, however, as with anywhere in the world, being
seen as a tourist makes a traveller vulnerable. Follow these basic precautions
and heed advice from locals to ensure your visit is a trouble-free one:

Never pull out your passport or money in a public place;

Avoid displays of jewellery, cameras and other valuables;
It is not advisable to carry around large sums of money;

Steer clear of dark and isolated areas at night;

Stay in groups and stick to well lit and busy streets.
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These same rules apply to ANY city in the world - Durban is NO worse or better
than any other.



LANDFALL

ARRIVING AT DURBAN PORT

During the day Durban is easily identified, but the coastal resorts north of
Durban could raise expectations of an early landfall. Keep your eyes open for
the Umhlanga Rocks lighthouse (GpFI(3)W 20 sec) and bear in mind that this is
about 8M north-east of Durban. Be careful not to confuse this with the Cooper
light (FI W 10 sec), which is about 4M south-west of Durban. About 1.5M north
of the harbour entrance is the Anchorage Beacon that is a narrow beam Fixed
White.

(NOTE: the red lights on the Dish Aerials [Conspic.] above Umhlanga Rocks are
usually visible long before the Umhlanga Rocks lighthouse comes into view).

The harbour entrance is marked with lights on
the North Pier (FI G 3 sec) and South
Breakwater (GpFl (2)W 5 sec). On the top of
the Bluff, on the south side of the channel is
the Signal Tower, which controls shipping
movements into and out of the harbour.
Contact the Signal Tower in advance by radio
and warn them of your arrival. Request
permission to enter the port when
approaching the entrance. The Signal Tower keeps listening watch on VHF
16/9 and SSB 2182 kHz.

To establish radio contact with the Signal Tower call '‘Durban Port Control'.
Note: There are 2 radio stations associated with Durban Harbour:

o 'Durban Radio’ - situated in Pinetown, 16 km inland and handles
radiophone calls, puts out weather reports and will relay messages to
'Durban Port Control' if necessary.

o 'Durban Port Control' - controls commercial and private vessel
movements in and around Durban harbour.

Lights on top of the Signal Tower are used to warn approaching vessels of
shipping movements through the entrance channel.

NO LIGHT - Channel clear for use.

RED LIGHT - Ship leaving harbour - KEEP CLEAR OF ENTRANCE.
GREEN LIGHT - Ship entering harbour - KEEP CLEAR OF ENTRANCE.
RED - FLASHING - Harbour entrance CLOSED to shipping.

These lights may be activated some time before the ship enters the channel.
Please wait until the channel is clear and the light is out before proceeding.
ALWAYS call 'Durban Port Control' on VHF 9 for final permission to proceed
through the channel.

Passage down the channel is marked by a pair of leading lights:

White (Occ 4 sec 44m 14M) over Red (ISO 2 sec 22m 12m).

At night these lights can be difficult to identify due to the numerous other lights
in the vicinity.

Foreign yachts may be met at the end of the channel by the South African
Police Services Coast Patrol (usually very helpful), which will escort the yacht to
a holding area. Alternatively. Durban Port Control may advise you to proceed to
the International Jetty at Durban Marina.



The onus is on you to contact the following departments within 24 hours of
your arrival:

o Customs

o Immigration
o Port Health
o Portnet

(Help with formalities [and forms] is available from Durban Marina)

On arrival visitors raft up in the Visitor's Area, close to the Royal Natal Yacht
Club (beyond the "Cafe Fish" restaurant, the building with the blue roof on the
yacht mole), and contact the Durban Marina office for clearance and
registration. Durban Marina controls 350 pontoon berths and over 200 swing
moorings.

Tel: (031) 301 2176

Fax: (031) 305 4514

management@durbanmarina.co.za

http://www.durbanmarina.co.za

FACILITIES ON SHORE.

Point Yacht Club - (PYC)

Showers, toilets, bars, restaurant, lounge, function room, fax facilities, free
Internet access. Membership is free to visitors for the first two weeks,
thereafter visiting membership applies.

Mail held: PO Box 2224, Durban, 4000, South Africa.

Phone: (031) 301 4787

Fax: (031) 305 1234

pycmembers@telkomsa.net

Royal Natal Yacht Club - (RNYC)

Showers, toilets, bars, ice, restaurant & take-away, library, function room,
weekly barbecue, mail held by arrangement, fax and email facilities. Outdoor
barbecue area and pool. Two week temporary free membership period -
thereafter visiting membership. Visitors are very welcome at this friendly yacht
club.

Mail held: P O Box 2946, Durban, 4000, South Africa.

Phone: (031) 301 5425

Fax: (031) 307 2590

club@rnyc.org.za

Bluff Yacht Club

Chain moorings, restaurants, bar, ice, showers, toilets, restuarant & take-away,
lounge, library, barbeque facilities, pool, etc. Membership is free to visitors for
the first two weeks after which visiting membership applies.

Mail held: PO Box 21084, Bluff, Durban, South Africa.

Phone: (031) 466 1386

Fax: 466 4345

bluffyachtclub@xsinet.co.za

Note: The Bluff Yacht Club is not situated in the yacht basin area, but is
located beyond the Maydon Warf Channel in the south of Durban port.
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1- Royal Natal Yacht Club
2 - Point Yacht Club

3 - International's Berths
* - Cruising Connections

LANDED IN DURBAN

Durban Marina's Visitor's Basin (3) is located between the Point Yacht Club (2)
and the Royal Natal Yacht Club (1).

Durban Marina administers the Visitor's Basin under their jurisdiction. If you
leave your boat unattended for any length of time, make sure someone
available has a key, as well as advising the Marina Office. Visiting yachts are

made very welcome at the local yacht clubs, but please abide by their rules and
regulations.

Foreign vessels require prior clearance for a day-sail offshore from Durban Port
Control, and someone with a "Durban Operator's Certificate" must be on board
(not necessary when you leave for the next port). No permission is required to
sail within the harbour, but take care not to interfere with shipping and do not
enter the restricted area. Vessels on anchor can use the Bay Services ferry,

which can be contacted on VHF channel 6. Swimming and wind surfing are not
allowed in the harbour.

If your stay is for longer than 6 months, Customs may require you to register
your boat in South Africa and pay import duty.

Durban Harbour from space
(zoomed GoogleEarth™ image) - online.
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HAULING YOUR BOAT OUT OF THE WATER IN DURBAN
The following facilities are available for vessels wishing to haul out of the water:

Marina Yacht Lift:

Professional yacht lifting facility with on-site maintenance and refurbishment
workshops. Maximum lift capacity 60tons. 24 hr Security.

Phone: (031) 205 1814

Fax: (031) 205 1734

myl@sai.co.za

Bluff Yacht Club:

Limited slipping facilities and a scrubbing pad are available.

Phone: (031) 466 1386

bluffyachtclub@xsinet.co.za

Yacht Mole Facilities:
A number of cradles are available on a temporary basis for yachts wishing to
undergo repairs and maintenance.

Wilson's Wharf:
Limited facilities are available to slip boats on a cradle.

The National Sea Rescue Institute

The NSRI is a non-profit community organisation providing a full-
time search and rescue service along the coastline of South Africa.
It was established in 1967 and today it's 680 unpaid volunteer
crewmen and women man the 54 rescue craft located at the 24
NSRI Coastal Stations.

The NSRI plays a major role in the country's search and rescue
organisation. It has been involved in or responsible for about 97% of
all the search and rescue operations in the last 20 years. The
Institute relies almost solely on donations and it's own fund-raising
activities for funding. The Port Authorities will always alert the
closest rescue station should a "Mayday" call be received by one of
the coastal radio stations.

For further information - contact Natal Liaison Officer
Dave Sievwright on Phone: (031) 332 9772
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ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
CUSTOMS

The duty-free allowances at present are as follows:
o Used personal effects and used sporting goods or recreational
equipment.
3 litres of wine.
1 litre of spirituous or alcoholic beverages.
4 litres of Beer or Stout.
200 cigarettes/50 cigars.
230 gm of cigarette or pipe tobacco.
50 ml perfume and 250 ml toilet water.
Other goods, new or used, to a total value of R1250.
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Goods to declare:

Tobacco & cigarettes, Spirits, Wine, Saccharin, Narcotics, Beer, undesirable
books/objects, Firearms, Articles for sale, or gifts.

N.B. Yachts should have a sealable locker/container if wishing to hold stores in
excess of the allowance or for restricted goods (including firearms).

This concession is only allowed once per person during a period of 30 days and
is subject to an absence from the Republic of not less than 48 hours. Residents
returning to South Africa after a period of less than 6 months do not receive
duty-free allowances on new or used golf clubs, television sets, watches,
firearms and fur skin apparel.

Customs is within walking distance of the Marina:
Customs & Excise Building

Cnr. Stanger street & Victoria Embankment, Durban.
Phone: (031) 367 6100

IMMIGRATION (Clearing in)

Those persons requiring South African visas can obtain them from any South
African Consulate including the Consulate in Reunion. These can be obtained
separate from your passport if so required. Ownership papers and a letter from
the master accepting responsibility for the crew are necessary when getting
visas. South African ensigns are not available from the Consulates at present,
but can be purchased from marine stores in Durban on arrival.

The Immigration authorities must clear everyone aboard any yacht arriving
from a foreign port and foreign vessels bound from another South African port.
Durban Marina office will arrange for the Immigration Officer to see you at their
office.

The skipper/owner must write a letter requesting permission if signing off crew.
This is presented to the Immigration Department, together with a completed
ARRIVAL form, passport, air ticket or bank guarantee, and visa or request for
temporary permit for each crewmember. The application is then submitted for
approval (Durban Marina will assist with procedures). It is the master's
responsibility to ensure that written authorization is obtained before a
crewmember leaves his vessel.



Note:
Anyone wishing to visit a neighbouring country must obtain a re-entry visa
before leaving Durban.

Immigration:

Security Complex

Permit Offices

Cnr. Bayhead & Iran Roads, Bayhead (towards the Bluff turnoff)

PORT CONTROL (PORTNET)

Small Craft Control Department

Deputy Port Captain's Office

111, Point Road, Durban.

Phone: (031) 361 8411

(Durban Marina will assist you to contact this office)

PORT HEALTH & STATE VETERINARIAN

Officials from the Port Health Department will only visit a yacht on arrival if it
comes from a Yellow Fever port or, plague infected port. The yacht skipper is
however required to complete the MARITIME DECLARATION OF HEALTH form as
part of the immigration department procedures. All crewmembers arriving from
Yellow Fever areas must produce valid Yellow Fever certificates.

Animals and plants must not be taken ashore until cleared by the State
Veterinary Authority.

The address for both the Port Health and State Veterinary departments is:
18 Stanger Street, Durban.
Phone: (031) 368 6011

Tony Herrick
Your "contact” on the Cape of Good Hope Route
(Accredited SAN Chart Agent)

Boating Books - new & used
Cruising Guides - new & used

RYA books & flip cards

New SA Navy Charts & Publications
Used BA Charts & Pilots (worldwide)
Anti Mosquito armbands

Anti seasickness wristbands
Cockroach bait

Clocks & Barometers

Boating shoes

http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za
tony@cruisingconnections.co.za

Phone/Fax (Durban) - +27 (0)31 3040108
7, Fenton Lane, Durban 4001, South Africa.
(100 meters from the Yacht Mole)
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FENTON LANE AND VICINITY
FENTON ROAD - South Africa's "Sailing Lane"

Fenton Road, or "Sailing Lane" as it is known amongst local yachts-people, is
the narrow one-way road, directly opposite the entrance to the Marina, that
leads off the tree-lined, busy Victoria Embankment. Take care crossing this
road, as the traffic light's "green man" crossing signal does not last for very
long. Also watch out for turning traffic.

This small area of Durban contains most of the stores or shops that can cater
for any cruiser's immediate needs. Many are staffed or owned by friendly
yachties who will understand your needs and be pleased to help you with any
questions.

Compstat - is the first stop in Fenton Road on the right, for your stationery
requirements, incl. photocopying, laminating, ships stamps, etc.

Fenton Inn - next up at No. 10, offers authentic Indian curries. Run and
managed by Charles. Open for lunch & dinner or pop in for drinks & friendly
hospitality.

Sunsail - run by the well-known husband and wife team of Chris & Libby
Bonnet who continue to serve the sailing community and assist in all sailing
plans - Sunsail Holidays, Sunsail Yacht Partnerships and Sunsail Maritime
Academy from yacht-hand to yachtmaster.

Cruising Connections - (the store with the flags) is at number 7 and is run by
Tony Herrick who has done extensive cruising & is at present 'between
voyages'. Katherine, the manageress will be happy to assist you. The store
offers a useful 'chart exchange' service - swop charts, cruising guides &
courtesy flags of the areas you have come from for the areas you wish to
cruise. Appointed agent for SA Navy charts. At the rear of the store there is a
'used equipment' section of selected & often "hard to come by" gear, a book
exchange & a very wide selection of yachting related books. He has a
"weatherboard" outside the shop with a daily synoptic chart posted.
http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za This website has excellent weather
information for the region.

Professional Yacht Master Training - No. 24, are housed in the blue building
with the balcony. They are the franchise holders of International Yacht Master
Training in Fort Lauderdale, U.S.A. PYT offer MCA recognised training and
certification at all levels including the leisure yachtsman.

Southern Ocean - also on the first floor, was established in 1987 and have
been making quality all-weather clothing ever since. They have supplied to
many events including the Olympics and most recently the America's Cup.
Using the latest in 'breathable’ and waterproof technology with a fabric known
as Oceantex™. They will manufacture new gear for you or repair your old
favourites.

Panchimalco's - an internationally known restaurant, is situated right

alongside "Cruising Connections". Dutch chef, Chris, serves the best breakfasts
in town, along with the best coffee. When visiting, you must sample some of his
cakes and Danish pastries, which he supplies to many top Durban restaurants.
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Qiniso's - for local quisine (try one of the staple meals of Africa - phutu and
meat), combined with a clean and friendly atmosphere, at affordable prices. A
must! (Take-away).

Salon Fay - a unisex hair salon, a household name in Fenton Road, run by
Claudette. All ages welcome, yachtsmen with beards too! Special rates for
pensioners.

VICTORIA EMBANKMENT
This busy palm tree lined avenue is known to the locals as "The Esplanade”

Seaport Supply - Durban's largest marine store is directly opposite the
entrance to the yacht mole. A specialist yacht chandler and marine hardware
store stocking a vast range of local and imported products. Owned and staffed
by Nick and Sheryl Hastie and Salish, who are always available to offer advice
and friendly service. A comprehensive catalogue is available on their website
http://www.seaport.co.za - will despatch to anywhere in the world.

Haven Cafe - next door. Jackie has served his customers for over 20 years
with all their daily requirements, including a small but well stocked mini
market, which remains open till late and carries everything from cigarettes,
milk and bread to "take-away" meals. Raj, Benny and Preggie take turns behind
the counter.

Foods From Heaven - almost at the corner of Fenton Road offering tasty daily

specials from around the world, prepared by "Dad", an ex naval sailor and chef.
He also makes delicious local meals. Eat in or take-away.

12



USEFUL INFORMATION

Book Exchange
# 'Cruising Connections', 7 Fenton Road

Bottle Stores (liquor)
# 'Solly Kramers', cnr. Smith & Field Streets

Buses
# Durban Transport offers a regular local bus service with "Mynah" Busses
operating between the beachfront, CBD and Berea.

Charts
# 'Cruising Connections', 7 Fenton Road

Doctors/Dentists
# Enquire at Yacht Clubs or "Cruising Connections"

Fax Service
# 'Cruising Connections', 7 Fenton Road
Fax: +27 (0)31 304 0108

Internet
# Both Yacht Clubs

Film Processing
# 'Game' Store, West Street

Foreign Exchange
# 'Rennies', Smith Street off Field Street
# Most commercial banks

Fuel
# 'Ferry and Bay Services', (next to Fish Café)
# Duty free on departure at Fish Jetty

Gas
# 'Gas City', (Propane), 16 Gale Str., Ph: 031 3042487
# Gas/propane bottles may be left with 'Seaport Supply' for filling.

Hairdressers
# 'Shakin' Headz', West Walk arcade
# 'Salon Fay', Fenton Road.

Ice
# Available at most bottle stores, Haven Cafe and RNYC.

International calls

The dial code for South Africa - (27)

Durban dial code within SA - (031)

Durban dial code from elsewhere - (31)

Consult a telephone directory for outgoing international dialling codes.

Laundromat
# 'Wishy Washy', Cnr. Broad & Vic Embankment
# Guildhall, Shop 7, Guildhall Arcade, Gardiner Street.
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Library
# Durban Public Library, City Hall, Smith Street. Open Mon - Fri.

Optician
# 'Moffat Optical', 375 Smith Street.

Paraffin
# 'Haven Cafe', cnr. Fenton & Vic. Embankment
# Most supermarkets & hardware stores.

Phone Cards
# Available from 'Haven Cafe', the Post Office and Yacht Clubs.

Post Restante
# Main Post Office, West Street, Durban, 4001. (near the City Hall). Hours are
8.30am - 4.30pm weekdays and 8.00am to 12.00pm Sat

Provisions
# 'Haven Cafe', Victoria Embankment.
# 'Shoprite Checkers' Supermarket, Smith Street (just over from Fenton Road).

Restaurants

# 'Cafe Fish'. Where the city meets the sea. Built on water in the middle of the
yacht basin.

# 'Panchimalcos’', Fenton Road. Continental restaurant open for the best
breakfasts & lunches in town, 7 days a week. Caterers for functions on or off
the water.

# Fenton Inn, Fenton Lane. Excellent curries.

Ship's Stamps
# 'Compstat’, Fenton Road.

Shopping Hours
Generally from 8.00am to 5.00pm weekdays and 8.00am to 12.30pm Sat.
There are however many shops which open till late, 7 days a week

Time Signals
Dial 1026 from any telephone.

Tourist Info

# 'Automobile Association'. Maps and general information in & around South
Africa. Ph: 031 201 5244.

# 'Natal Parks Board'. Information on safari parks, game and nature reserves,
trails, etc. Ph: 031 304 4934.

# Sunbird Tours. Personal/private tours with an experienced guide (Barry
Bowditch) in a minibus. Ph: 082 256 0006
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

Hospitals

* Addington (Government)
* Entabeni (Private)

* McCords (Semi private)
* St Augustines (Private)

Metro Ambulance

Ambulance Services
* Netcare
* ER24

Flying Squad / Emergencies
Metro Police / 24hr Emergency
Tourist Protection Unit

Fire Brigade

Sea Rescue Services (NSRI)

(031) 327 2000
(031) 204 1300
(031) 268 5700
(031) 268 5000

10177

082 911
084 124

10111
(031) 300 3333
(031) 368 2207
(031) 361 0000
(031) 337 2200
(031) 332 9772

TRANSPORTATION

Taxis
Aussie Cabs
Mozzie

Zippy

Car Hire
Avis
Budget
Imperial

Mynah Buses
Between beaches & Berea.
Durban Transport.

Coaches

Richards Bay/Durban

To the Wild Coast Sun

Greyhound

Intercape

Margate Mini Coach (to South Coast)

Rail Info.
Spoornet

Airline Info.
Durban International
Virginia Airport (charter)

Tourism Durban
Tourism KZN
Computicket

Weather Info.
General
Maritime

(031) 301 0014
086 066 9943
(031) 202 7067

(031) 304 1741
(031) 304 9023
(031) 337 3731

(031) 309 5942

(031) 403 7725
(031) 368 3889
(031) 334 9700
086 128 7287

(039) 312 1406

(031) 361 3388
(031) 451 6667
(031) 563 7921
(031) 304 4934

(031) 304 7144
083 915 8000

082 162
082 231 1608
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CONSULATES IN DURBAN
Durban code +27 (0)31

Austria

Australia

Belgium

Chile (Pretoria code 012)
Denmark

Finland

France

Germany

Great Britain

Greece

India

Italy

Madagascar

Mauritius (Pretoria code 012)
Mozambique

Netherlands

Norway/Sweden

Philippines (Pretoria code 012)

261 6233
208 4163
303 2840
460 8090
202 9396
903 6395
569 1600
305 5677
202 6823
301 4880
304 7020
368 4388
312 9704
342 1283
304 0200
202 0461
207 6900
346 0451

Page sponsored by

Crucser Lo

The gne-stop cruising resource

Free Crewfinder, Yacht position reports,
Radio Nets, Cruising Narratives,
Cruising FAQ'’s, Forums.
& much more.

http://www.cruiser.co.za

?

All the resources for cruising yachts around the world.
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THINGS TO DO
CITY

o Walk-about-Durban Tours. Book through Tourism Durban at 'Tourist
Junction'. Ph: (031) 304 4934

o The Playhouse Theatre - offers conducted tours for this performing
arts venue.
Ph: (031) 369 9555

o Adventure Realm - Call Dominique or Diane for custom-made
adventure tours, functions, etc.
Ph: 072 804 5474 or 072 875 1384

BEACHFRONT

o Snake Park - Demonstrations daily.
Ph: 073 156 9606

o Funworld - Amusement rides and fun for the whole family.
Ph: (031) 332 9776

o Mini Town - Reproduction of Durban
Ph: (031) 337 7892

OTHER AREAS

o Sugar Terminals and Mills - Maydon Whart. Call for guided tours.
Ph: (031) 365 8153

o Umgeni River Bird Park - Durban North. Wonderful outing with
extensive range of birds.
Ph: (031) 579 4600

o Natal Sharks Board - Umhlanga Rocks. The only organisation of it's
kind in the world. Informative audio-visual presentation, shark
dissection, curio shop and boat tours.
Ph: (031) 566 0400

o Temple of Understanding - Chatsworth. Hara Krishna spiritual
wonderland. Architectural masterpiece.
Ph: (031) 403 3328

0 Sunbird Tours (Recommended) - Arrange your own customised mini-
bus tour accompanied personally by experienced tour guide Barry
Bowditch - half-day, day, 2 day, week, whatever! Game Reserves
(Safari Parks), Historical sites, Midlands Meander, Zulu Village,
mountains, golf tours, etc. Pickup from the Durban yacht mole or
Richards Bay. Design your own tour!
Ph: 082 256 0006
bowditch@mweb.co.za

More ....
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MARKETS

o South Plaza Market - Hundreds of stalls offering bargains of all sorts,
crafts, buskers and snacks. At the Durban Exhibition Centre on Sundays.
Ph: (031) 301 9900

o Amphimarket - Large array of items, refreshments, etc. Durban's
North Beach on Sundays.

Ph: (031) 301 3200

o Point Waterfront - Flea Market. Hundreds of stalls. Weekends and
public holidays.
(031) 368 5436

o Victoria Street Market - Indian Market. Cnr. Queen and Victoria
Streets.

(031) 306 4021

o Essenwood Craft Market - Essenwood Road, Berea. Saturdays 09.00
to 14.00
Ph: (031) 309 6338

o The Stables - Behind ABSA Stadium, Jacko Jackson Drive.
Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays.

Ph: (031) 301 9900
MUSEUMS

o Durban Natural Science Musuem - City Hall, Smith Street. Daily
08:30 to 16:00. Sunday 11:00 to 16:00
(031) 311 2256

o Natal Maritime Museum - Small Craft Basin. Artefacts, memorabilia,

as well as tugboats and a minesweeper.
Ph: (031) 311 2230
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WEATHER
A GUIDE FOR SAILING BETWEEN DURBAN AND CAPE TOWN
The sailing route from Durban to Cape Town is governed by 3 major factors:
1) The Agulhas Current

This current is one of the great ocean currents of the world, running mainly
from north-east to south-west following the 200m contour of the continental
shelf and dissipating over the Agulhas Bank south of Mossel Bay. The main axis
of the current is on or near the two hundred meter line and can run at up to six
knots.

2) The Variable Weather Patterns

These patterns are governed by low and high pressure systems moving across
from the east of South America and travelling eastwards up the eastern
seaboard of the South African coast.

3) Sheltered Harbours & Anchorages

The third factor is the lack of sheltered harbours and anchorages, particularly
between Durban and Port Elizabeth.

Giant Waves

It is a known fact that giant (or "rogue") waves occur on the South African
coast in the Agulhas Current region, where south-westerly gales prevail against
the southward flowing Agulhas Current. The weather patterns play a part in
that the most dangerous periods occur when cells of low air pressure are
moving along the coast in a north-easterly direction.

These lows are a regular feature of the eastern seaboard area and it often
happens that during their passage the wind can change from a near north-
easterly gale to a south-westerly gale, sometimes in a matter of minutes. The
south-west wind then reinforces the existing waves generated by a short
choppy sea, which acts directly against the Agulhas Current.

It is the interaction between the strong south-westerly wind and the strong
south flowing current which at times can reach 6 knots that creates the
monstrous, freak waves, of which the charts warn: "Abnormal waves of up to
20 meters in height, preceded by deep troughs may be encountered in the area
between the edge of the continental shelf and twenty miles seaward thereof".
The warning also describes the necessary evasive action to be taken under
unfavourable conditions, namely, to stay clear of the areas seaward of the edge
of the continental shelf. In other words, move inshore inside the 200m line.

Regional weather information

Comprehensive regional weather forecast information is available on the web
at: http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za/weather.htm

Recommended reading: “Southern Africa Cruising Notes” by Tony Herrick,
and other books at: http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za/ebooks.htm
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WHEN TO LEAVE
(if sailing towards Cape Town)

Dependent on the size of your yacht, at least two or three days of favourable
weather are imperative. Leave Durban at the tail end of a south-westerly blow
when the barometer has topped out, preferably at about 1020 millibars. The
barometer is, in fact, an invaluable forecasting tool along this coastline for
predicting weather conditions and in particular, the advent of a south-westerly
gale. So, clear customs, immigration, etc., at the beginning of a southwesterly,
which will normally blow from 36-48 hours.

Leaving Durban, sail about 3 miles seaward of the 200m contour as soon as
possible as this is where the south flowing current will be strongest. It also
means that in the event of you not reaching East London before another south-
westerly, you can duck inshore very quickly and avoid being caught in the
middle of the current with a possibility of severe wave conditions developing.
You will find that on the average the 200m will give you a distance offshore
between Durban and East London of approximately 15 miles.

Please note that if the wind should change to southwesterly, it is imperative to
move inshore as close as possible. Dramatic reduction in wave height will be
experienced and if you are in any luck and the wind has a more westerly
tendency, you may even be fortunate enough to obtain a slight lee close
inshore, particularly at night.

Thanks to Chris Bonnet for the above information.

A daily synoptic chart and forecast is displayed outside "Cruising Connections"
in Fenton Road. More information is contained in the publication "Southern
African Cruising Notes" - obtainable from "Cruising Connections"
http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za . This website also contains further
information like Navigation Aids, Radio Services, Weather Services,
Meteorology and Sailing Conditions, Distance Tables, Ports and Pilotage, and
EXCELLENT weather forecast information, etc.
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DEPARTURE EXIT REQUIREMENTS

Before clearing out, the owner/skipper must request permission from
Immigration to sign on any crew members previously signed off. Completed
departure forms and passports must be submitted. Once approval is granted
the lodged guarantees will be returned. It is advisable to do this a few days
prior to departure to avoid last minute problems.

When completing clearing procedures, crew lists, passports and a completed
departure form will be required. Immigration must be told of the intended time
of departure. Often an official will come down to complete formalities just prior
to departure. If the time of departure is changed then the Immigration
Department must be notified at least 2 hours before the original time of
departure.

Clearance for foreign yachts can only be obtained Monday to Friday.
Procedure

o A "Float Plan" - obtainable from the Durban Marina or Yacht Club offices
(2 copies). The "Float Plan" must be taken to the Port Control (with
payment receipt if berthed at Durban Marina). Port Control will stamp
the necessary forms and return same to be stamped by the other
authorities.

o The skipper and each crewmember, in person, must be cleared by the
Immigration Department.

o The Customs Department will clear the yacht once the completed forms
have been presented.

o All the stamped forms must then be handed into the Small Craft Control
at Port Control (Portnet), who will advise the Signal Tower of your
clearance. The yacht now has 36 hours in which to leave otherwise the
whole procedure may have to be repeated.

Immigration - Security Complex (Permit Offices), Cnr. Bayhead & Iran Roads,
Bayhead (toward the Bluff turnoff).

Customs - Customs & Excise Bldg. Cnr. Stanger & Victoria Embankment. Ph:
(031) 367-6100

Port Control - Ph: (031) 361 8411

Portnet - Small Craft Control department- 111 Point Rd. Ph: 361-8411

At the time of compiling this document (Dec. '06) the foregoing information
was correct, however, there are plans to simplify the procedure. Durban Marina
will be able to advise the current situation or see
http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za/forums.asp for latest updates.
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S. AFRICAN YACHT CLUBS
(Coastal)

(Note: Dialing from international - dial 27 and remove the 0 from the city code

+ number).

Zululand Yacht Club (Richards Bay)

Ph: (035) 788 0256
Fax:(035) 788 0254
zlyc@intekom.co.za

Durban Marina (Durban)
Ph: (031) 301 2176
Fax:(031) 305 4514

management@durbanmarina.co.za

Point Yacht Club (Durban)
Ph: (031) 301 4787
Fax:(031) 305 1234
pyc@global.co.za

Royal Natal Y.C. (Durban)
Ph: (031) 301 5425
Fax:(031) 307 2590
club@rnyc.org.za

Bluff Yacht Club (Durban)
Ph: (031) 466 1386
Fax:(031) 466 4345
bluffyachtclub@xsinet.co.za

East London Y.C. (East London)
Ph: (043) 722 2278

Algoa Bay Y.C. (Port Elizabeth)
Ph: (041) 585 4058

Fax:(041) 586 0095
abyc@yebo.co.za

Knysna Yacht Club (knysna)
Ph: (044) 382 5724
Fax:(044) 382 5724
kyc@kingsley.co.za

Mossel Bay Y.C. (Mossel Bay)
Ph: (044) 690 7100
Fax:(044) 691 3395
info@mbybc.co.za

False Bay Yacht Club (Cape Town)

Ph: (021) 786 1703
Fax:(021) 786 3925
fbyc@iafrica.com

Hout Bay Yacht Club (Cape Town)

Ph: (021) 790 7095
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Royal Cape Yacht Club (Cape Town)
Ph: (021) 421 1354

Fax:(021) 421 6028
info@rcyc.co.za

Saldana Bay Y.C. (West coast)
Ph: (022) 714 1036
Fax:(022) 714 3555
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USEFUL BUSINESSES
(In and around Durban)

Please support our sponsors - they keep this booklet FREE.
* Advertisers
"Blocks" = major sponsors.

A1l Radio - Electronics components.
Ph: (031) 312 1111

Advanced Matarials Technology - Suppliers of composite materials - epoxy,
resin & adhesives, carbon & glass fibre, core materials, etc.

14 Clark Rd., Glenwood.

Ph: (031) 201-1319.

Adventure Realm - Adventure tours, etc.
Ph: 072 804 5474 or 072 875 1384

Agenda Yacht Services - Chandlers. Manufacturers agents. Incorporating D
Spars.

5 Field Street, Durban.

Ph: (031) 301 2130

Aim Print & Stationers - General & commercial printers & stationers, ship's
stamps, etc.

18, Fenton Road.

Ph: (031) 579 5577

* Allen Gardiner Harbour Cruise Restaurant
Ph: 084 456 4000

Avnic Trading - Garmin and GME distributors.
28 Siphosethu Road, Mount Edgecombe.

Ph: (031) 301 9790

http://www.avnic.co.za

candida@avnic.co.za

info@avnic.co.za

* Barnacle Bill - Second-hand yacht equipment & antiques.
125 Victoria Embankment.
Ph: (031) 304-3563
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Bowman Yacht Maintanance - Yacht maintanance & repairs.
Ph: 083 415 6799
ribowman@xsinet.co.za

Canvas Construction - Awnings, etc.
Ph: (031) 337 2772

Complete Yachting - Yacht Maintenance and Valet Service.
Owned by Gail Dickerson

They will undertake virtually any yacht maintenance in Durban Harbour

Ph: 083 549 1940.
gailforce@telkomsa.net

Country Woods - Direct importers of Mahogany, Iroko, Burmese
Teak, Beech, Afromosia, Cedar. 40 species of timber in stock.

Ph: (031) 701-8809

Fax: (031) 701 8831

http://www.countrywoods.co.za

cntrywd@iafrica.com

Cruising Connections

Chart exchange, new charts, used charts (worldwide), courtesy flags,
cruising guides, pilots, sailing books, regional weather info, used
marine gear & fax service.

7 Fenton Road. Durban.

Ph: (031) 304-0108.

Fax:(031) 304-5023.

http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za
tony@cruisingconnections.co.za

Compstat - Stationary, etc.
Ph: (031) 304 8511

* Dentist - Highly recommended.

Ph: (031) 312 2801

Update Nov '06 - has moved away.

(Contact Cruising Connections for info of Doctors & Dentists)

Drakewoods - Hardware & tools.
Ph: (031) 332 4731

Fenton Inn - Authentic Indian curries
Fenton Road
Ph: (031) 306 96

Ferry and Bay Services - Next to 'Cafe Fish'. All fuels, hardware, underwater

repairs & maintenance. Ferry boat to shore. VHF 6.
Ph: (031) 301-1953
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Fonz Marine Electrical - Autohelm & RayMarine service
agents.

Marine electrical installations, marine electronic equipment,
switch panels.

First Floor, 3 Morrison Street, Durban.

Ph: (031) 368-5222

Fax:(031) 368-5202

Foods From Heaven - Eat in or take-away. Cnr. Fenton Lane.
Ph: (031) 305 2535

Foreign Exchange
Rennies, Thomas Cooke or most banks.

Garmin - Distributors of electronic equipment.
Ph: (031) 301 9790

Gas City - (Propane) Suppliers & gas fittings.
Ph: (031) 304 2487

* Guildhall Laundromat - see "useful information" page.
Ph: (031) 305 6546

* Haven Cafe - Small well stocked supermarket for all your daily

requirements. Take away meals. Open till late. Right at the entrance to the

yacht basin.
Ph: (031) 305 3213

Hewitt Marine - Outboard motor repairs.
Ph: (031) 337 3759

Hood Sails - Sailmakers and repairs. A full production loft.
Ph: (031) 700 4600

Fax: (031) 700 4701

http://www.hoodsailmakers.co.za

hoodsails@saol.com

International Yacht Brokers
Ph: (031) 304-2994

* Indigo Yacht Management - Yacht deliveries.
Ph: (021) 794 6508

* Ivory Industries - Epoxies
Ph: (031) 461 3411

Lowrance South Africa

Distributors of Lowrance & Ritchie products.
Ph: (031) 368 6649

Fax: (031) 368 6654
http://www.lowrance.co.za
sales@lowrance.co.za
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Manex Power & Marine - All world renowned boating

products.
Ph: 082 781 7578

Mandla - Hull cleaning.
Ph: (031) 304 0108 (Leave message)

Marina Yacht Lift

Haul-out facilities with travel lift for mono hulls & catamarans
(60 tons). Spray painting, boat repair, maintenance, rigging,
antifouling, refitting, diesel. 24 hr security.

10 Kobe Road, Bayhead, Durban.

Ph: (031) 205-1814

myl@sai.co.za

Nautical Images - Photographer.
Ph: 082 635 4388

Navstar SA - Top quality service & repairs to ALL electronic
equipment.

Accredited representatives with full workshop back-up. Visit the
showroom at 1 Bartle Road, Gillitts.

Ph: (031) 301 9922

Fax: (031) 301 9921

http://www.navstar.co.za

North Sails - Repairs & Maintenance, Dodgers, awnings & Canvas Work.
38a Winder Street, Durban.

Ph: (031) 332- 3624

nssadbn@iafrica.com

Novamarine - Suppliers of general marine safety equipment, sales & servicing
of liferafts, inflatable boats & marine electronic equipment.
Ph: (031) 205-6201

* Panchimalco's - Restaurant - Fenton Lane.
Ph: (031) 304 4140

Pete Pomeroy - Electronics
Ph: (031) 765 1794

Pertec - Sales & service for the following: Furuno, Magellan, Uniden, Thrane &
Thrane.
Ph: (031) 201 3774

Port Electrical - Light bulbs, etc.
Ph: (031) 337 5482

Pretty Ancient - Antiques, Restorations & Valuations. Nautical prints &

paintings, Militaria, Telescopes, antique navigation instruments.
Ph/Fax: (031) 304-9624
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Professional Yachtmaster Training - Fenton Road.
Ph: (031) 307 4992

Quantum - Sail design group.
Ph: (031) 304 5504
sailsdbn@mweb.co.za

Rennies Travel - Travel Agent
Ph: (031) 310 4000

Ron Tomlin - Electronic components.
Ph: (031) 301 5315

Sailing Publications - Specialist sailing magazine.
Ph: (031) 709 6087

Seaport Supply - Stocking a comprehensive range of marine
equipment & accessories.

Opposite entrance to the Yacht Mole.

Ph: (031) 304-1624

Fax: (031) 306-9243

http://www.seaport.co.za (order online)

info@seaport.co.za

* Simply Marine - Electrical.
Ph: 084 574 6749

Southern Ocean - All-weather clothing.
http://www.southernocean.co.za
craig@southernocean.co.za

Ph: (031) 301 3456

St. Andrews Street Book Exchange
Ph: (031) 201 0089

Stainless Steel Stuff - Specialist stainless steel work, designing, fabricating,

welding, etc.
Ph: 082-442-2361

* Stainless Steel Work
Ph: (031) 700 5260

Star Marine - Large range of yachting gear - in Port Elizabeth
(en-route to Cape Town).

Ph: (041) 484 7465

Fax:(041) 484 3792

info@starmarine.co.za
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Stateline Braiding - Suppliers to local chandlers of Stateline
Yacht ropes.

Ph: (031) 207 5799

http://www.stateline.co.za

saza@iafrica.com

Steve Slatter Insurance Brokers - Worldwide cover.
Ph: (031) 562 8320

Fax: (031) 5628087

http://www.ssib.co.za

rose@ssib.co.za

* Sunbird Tours - Personal tours with Barry Bowditch in a microbus from
either Durban or Richards Bay. Half-day, full-day, week, - any time, anywhere.
Shakaland, Valley of a Thousand Hills, Safari parks, historic sites, golf tours, -
customise your own tour!

Ph: 082-2560006.

bowditch@mweb.co.za

Sunsail Yacht Partnership - Sail training, Sunsail yacht partnership
investments & charter holidays.

Ph: (031) 307-7944

bonnet@yachtsman.co.za

* Swaliga Marine - Maintanance, repairs, woodwork, provisioning.
Ph: 072 891 7720
kznlizard@telkomsa.net

Texwise - Manufacturers & Repairs of yacht sails.

Texwise Natal, who manufacture boat covers, biminis and other canvas
products for boats.

Sales and repair agent for North Sails.

1st Floor, 3 Morrison Street, Durban.

Ph: 031 332 3624.

Tyneside - International chart agents.
Ph: (031) 337-7005

* Undercover Canvas - For all your canvas/PVC covers & cushion
requirements. Awnings, Biminis, Dodgers, Enclosures, Cockpit Covers, etc.
Ph: (031) 304-2883

* Wishy Washy - Laundromat.
Ph: 083 718 2214

* Yacht Masts & Rigging - Repairs, stepping, unstepping, aluminium
fabrication, machining, furling systems, new masts, refurbishments.
Ph: (031) 701 9363

yachtmasts@tsol.co.za

* Zippy Cabs - 24 Hr Excellent service. Meter & radio controlled.
Ph: (031) 202-7067
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The above information is correct as at Nov 2006. Any comments or suggestions
for this, or a future “Welcome to Durban” would be welcome. For any further
information contact Tony Herrick of "Cruising Connections".
tony@cruisingconnections.co.za

http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za - check the "Forum" for latest updates to
this booklet.

Fair winds,

Tony Herrick (Publisher)

Visit http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za for:

More Guides, Books & Ebooks about this cruising region
Comprehensive regional weather information
Discussion Forum (sailing in the Indian Ocean)

New SAN charts (appointed agent)

Used BA charts (worldwide)

Flags

Anti-mosquito armbands

Anti-seasickness wristbands

& much more .....

O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOo

Ebook compiled by

Cruiser Log
All the resources for cruising yachts around the world.
http://www.cruiser.co.za

29


mailto:tony@cruisingconnections.co.za
http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za/
http://www.cruisingconnections.co.za/
http://www.cruiser.co.za/

	Cover
	About
	Welcome
	Facts
	Landfall
	Marina
	Hauling
	Customs
	Fenton
	Info
	Emergencies
	Transportation
	Consulates
	Things to do
	Tours
	Weather
	Exit requirements
	Yacht Clubs
	Useful Businesses

